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Headteacher: Mrs R. Hedges B.A. (Hons) NPQH
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs E. Fieldhouse B.A. (Hons) M.Ed

Dear Parent/Carer,

We wish to inform you of significant updates to the Penalty Notice fines associated with
school attendance, effective from 19 August 2024. 
These changes are part of the new National Framework for Penalty Notices, which aims to improve attendance and ensure consistent application of fines across England. 
We have attached the leaflet created by Wakefield Council which reflects the updated guidance.

Please remember that we do not authorise term time holidays.
Fines will continue to be issued per parent for each child. For instance, if three siblings are absent without authorisation, each parent will receive three separate fines.

Conditions for Issuing Penalty Notices:
· Term Time Leave: Fines will be imposed for any term-time leave of 5 or more
              consecutive days
· Irregular Attendance: A fine may be issued if a pupil accumulates 10 sessions (5 days) of unauthorised absence within a 10-week period.
· Fines on First Offence: The initial fine will be £160 per parent, per child, if paid within 28 days, reducing to £80 if paid within 21 days.
· Fines on Second Offence within 3 Years: The fine will be £160 per parent per child with no option to reduce the fine.
· Third Offence Within 3 Years: If a third offence occurs within three years, rather than a penalty notice, the case may go directly to prosecution. A conviction for 'Failure to send a child to school' can result in a fine up to £1000.

These measures are designed to encourage better engagement with school attendance
policies and ensure that all students benefit from consistent education. Please be mindful of these changes and ensure any planned absences are within school holidays wherever possible. Further support and guidance on attendance are always available from our admin team. 
We appreciate your cooperation in fostering an environment where education is prioritised and valued.

Regards, 
Mrs R Hedges.

[bookmark: _GoBack]


[image: ]    [image: ]        [image: ]         [image: ]          [image: ]	
Designated Safeguarding Officers: Mrs R. Hedges, Mrs E. Fieldhouse, Mrs S. Banks, Mrs A. Fowles
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