EYFS links to the National Curriculum- Religious Education. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage framework is split into seven areas of learning. Three of these are known as the ‘prime areas’ and the other four areas are the ‘specific’ areas. The seven areas are then split into further strands as follows (shown in brackets alongside the areas of learning):

Prime areas  
· Communication and language development (listening, attention and understanding; speaking) This sets the foundations for literacy and is crucial to children being able to move onto literacy in the national curriculum.
· Personal, social and emotional development (self-regulation; managing self; building relationships)
This area links with PSHE in the national curriculum. It is a very important part of EYFS and runs through most of what we do. This is how we foster social skills such as sharing, turn-taking, empathy for others, the ability to make and sustain relationships, confidence and independence, awareness of feelings, co-operation etc.
· Physical development (gross motor skills; fine motor skills) 
This area includes the development of gross motor skills needed for sports and physical health, and equally importantly the development of fine motor skills which are essential for children learning to hold a pencil, make marks with control and write.


Specific areas
· Literacy (comprehension; word reading; writing)
· Mathematics (number; numerical patterns)
· Understanding of the world (past and present; people, culture and communities; the natural world)
This area links with history, geography, science and RE in the National Curriculum.
· Expressive arts and design (creating with materials; being imaginative)
This area links with art, music and design technology in the National Curriculum.

Each strand is associated with an early learning goal (ELG). These are what we use to measure children against at the end of reception (best fit model). In order to achieve a good level of development (GLD) at the end of foundation stage, children are expected to achieve the ELG’s in the prime areas, along with those associated with literacy and maths.

Below is a brief summary of where the foundation stage ELG’s fit into the National Curriculum subjects in key stages 1 and 2.


Religious Education 

Understanding of the world educational programme (taken from the EYFS Framework 2020)

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.
Early learning goals that link to RE are:

Understanding the world

· ELG – People and communities – Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions.

In Foundation Stage the children…….

· Learn about and celebrate a range of festivals and celebrations from around the world, for example Christmas, Easter, Chinese New Year, Eid, Diwali – these may change or be added to depending on the children in FS, as we try to celebrate the festivals that the children in the class will celebrate at home.
· Look at what makes us the same and different to others.
· Learn about different feelings and talk about how they are feeling, how others are feeling and what we can do to make others feel good.
· Develop compassion for others through a caring and supportive environment.

