

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]We have recently changed our handwriting, both the order in which we teach our letters, how we make some of our letters and the handwriting lines we write on.
We do not teach the entrance strokes at this stage.
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Handwriting Lines
Children are supported with different sized spaces between the lines depending on the size of their handwriting and fine motor ability.  The children learn the vocabulary
· Top broken line
· Bottom broken line
· Top solid line
· Bottom solid line.
The consistency in this means that all children and adults can explain where letters begin and how they are formed.
Types of letters
Letters that reach the top broken line are referred to as ‘tall’ letters.
Letters that sit between the two solid lines are ‘short’ letters.
Those which reach the bottom broken line are ‘tail’ letters.
Here are some examples:
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coadggqge

Lower Case Letter Formation
Family 2. The Coathanger Family

coadgq e leters based on a c shape

Letere.

I ke the distant cousin ofthe Coathanger famlly as althaugh it is based on the ¢
Shape, i doesn': start with the hook ke the othr etters n tis famly.

Begin at the mid-point between the two salid ines and move upwrds to th rght,
3t an angle of 45 cegrees.
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Lower Case Letter Formation

Family 3.The Bridge Family

monrhbkp letters that have a vertical down stroke
followed by a diagonal movement to the right.

nmr—— nmr

These lettes begin with 3 vertical down stroke, followed by & vetical up stroke,
then have a diagonal movement o the rght, which begins mid ~way between the
o soid ines.

The leters n, m. and - reach the top oid ne.

mand . shoud have narrow * brdges'.
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Lower Case Letter Formation

Family 3.The Bridge Family Contd..
mnrhbkp leters that have a vertical down stroke

hbkp

These leters begin with  vertcaldown stroke, followed by 3 vertical up stroke,

then have a ciagonal movement to the right, which begins mid -way between the
o sold nes.

The etters h, b and & are tallttes 5o sartat the top sl e, The leter & is
2 shoelace!k to enabl i to Jon 1o other leters and to disinguih I from the cap-
ik

The letter p s a tall eter o sarts at th top s0ld e and reaches down t the
bottom broken fine.
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Lower Case Letter Formation
Family b. The Zig Zag Family
v w are placed. together as a pair.

v w

Both start on the top soldlne, have 3 agonal domnward stroke and have a Joining
mark that sis on the top sod ine.
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Lower Case Letter Formation

Family 5. The Smile Family
u y are placed together as a pair.

e — vy

Both start on the 0p sold lne becin with @ downward stroke, curve back up to the
t0p 50l line and then down to the bottom sol i, The lettr y & & tal leter hat
‘extends down to the bottom broken lie and ends with  gentie urve that sits on

the ine.
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Lower Case Letter Formation

Family 6. The Misfits!

s f x 2 letters that are unique and individual and do
ot fit with any other letter groups.

s fxz

The:s and f both begin With an "up and over” movement, i the same way as the
leters in the coathanger family, based on the  shape.

The f s crossed like th £, however unike th tthe cross bar on th f s the fining
stroke. The cross bar is on the top sold . The f is both a tall and  tll et
The s x and 2 should be the same width at the top and bottom of theletter.

e x joins 0 t the next etter with a clagonal Joning sroke. When foining other
leters should be crossed atthe end of the word as with th letter ¢

E==
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Upper Case Letter Formation

These shouid be taught a5 tal etters in size. They do not join on tathe leter
whichfolows.
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Upper Case Letter Formation
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Upper Case Letter Formation
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Top Broken Line
Top Solid Line
Bottom Solid Line
Bottom Broken Line
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talltters. short lefters
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Lower Case Letter Formation

Family |.The Straight Line Family

iLtj  letters based on a single vertical line

ilt]

The ettersL and ] beinat. th top sl ne. The eter L begis at th top

roken line. The tai on ] the goes down to the baom broken fne and ends with &

‘gente curve. The L and touch L the bottom sold line, before ifting disgonaly to
the right. This s the connection tothe folowing letter.

The £ is smalir than the L but talle than the . 1t i & “three quarter sized* et
ter—"a Teenager t". It begins ust above the top sid ine, It s crossed on the top
s0ld e, with more o the cross o the righ of the down strke. Lik the L and |
i€ joining line s diagenally in 3 North Easterty direction.
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Lower Case Letter Formation
Family 2. The Coathanger Family

coadgq e letersbased on a c shape

e coadggqg

These etters are ova rther than drcular.
Thefeters begin with a coat hanger” shape.

Begin just below the top sl lne. The first movement of the writng too is p to
the e, then over and down. On reaching the batom sofd lne, I I necessary to
90 diagonally upwards and 2cros to the right, In oder to make an oval shape.





